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A small team of social studies and English teachers

in a small high school developed a unique American studies progran.
Activities dedicated to a better comprehension of American culture
follow a humanitites approach in the use of music, literature, art,

architecture, photography, history and the social sciences.

Units aire

organized on a thematic approach with learning outcomes specified for
each topic and subtopic. Although a required course which meets state
requirements for American history, the students choose a learnirg
pasztern for each unit from four offered: a traditional teacher-led
classroom situation, a small group independent project, an individual
independent project, or a one-to-one tutorial relationship with a
teacher. Multimedia resources and a special American Studies library
are available. Students evaluate the progra® and their own progress;
a narrative evaluation jointly prepared by the teacher and student

has replaccd -teacher assigned dgrades.

The program has been reqularly

and systematically evalueted and recommended improvements
implenented. Questionnaires have documented positive attitude changes

in parents and in students.
- resources on the program conc.ude the profile.)

{Relevant ERIC documents and other
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In & time when Americans of all ages are demanding gréater control over
their personal destinies, It [s not surprising that concern for "alternatives”
has Increasingly precccupied the minds of educators. Alternatives in education
take many forms, including the establishment of free or “"alternative® schools.
BuE the most popular approach has -been to increase Lhe elective offerinys avail-
avle to srudents within & school. SemeSter courses, guarter courses, and mini-
courses have frequently rePlaced the traditional year-long réfuirements. This
pittern of codrse of forinds has aroused the concern of educators who delieve
that struycture and sofuence are indisbensable te good education. Also of con-
corn is the need for a large staff to offer so many courses., Thus, the demand
for many options Prosents a special challendc to smaller Schools with limiced
faculty resources. )

At Orono Migh school in Orono, Maine, & way has been found for @8 reia-
tively small school fapprowimatcly 700 studenes) to Provide 4 wide range of
choices while maintaining continuicy of program. Daniel Soule. Chairman of
social Studies, working with a small team of social studies and English teachers.
has developud a dnigue American studies Prodram catled PRIDE {Proba, Ressarch,
Inquire, Discover, Lvaluate}!. The proyram. which was developed with ESEA
Title IfT funds, offers students any choices in both content and learning
style. But students have learned that the Freedom to choose Is & mixed
blessing. Chofce implivs decision, and decision demands responsibilicy.
tearning ro mangge this respopsibility may be one of the most Important leacn-
ing outcomes for the students involved.

A SENSE QF PURPOSE

Two fundamental ponls have guided the development of Project PRIDE from
the outset. The First is vo invelve studercs, fnroulty, skaff, and communicy
in an interdisciplinary approach te cthe sctudy of the American heritoge. The
second i to increase individualization of the learning process by using new
educational methods. The objecrives of the propram have been carefully spelled
out at leogth, but can be summarized as fellows:

Our major objectives ace to discover as much as possible
about what Americans are and how they came co be rthe way
they are; to discover as muth ns possible about the work-
inps of those forces whicb continually affetr the lives of
cach of us, for instance laws, policics, economies, arc,
wugic, and human bebavior. Alsc, to find cut what the most
effective method is for each student to learn as much as he
can, pot only in this program, but throughout school and
his later life.

Although evaluations of the program do not demonstrate that PRIDE has yet
achieved the educatiomal utopla chat these objectives represent, they do
indicate that stvdents at Orono High School are moving capidly¥ toward a better
comprehension of American culeyre and 2 fuller realizarion of theit own learn-
ing potential,

PROBING THE AMERICAN HERITAGE
what is an American? All accivities of Project PRIDE are dedicated to

find!rg answers to this pivetal question. Any leaming experience students
can’ enzage in to develop insights about what Americans are and how they, came to
be that way is considered legitimate to the course.’ Following a humanities
approach, music, literature, art, architeccure, phatography--and, of course,
bistoty and the social sciences—-all have something to offer} and zl1 find
their place in the ptogram.

continued



ERIC.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

hatd

The tradltional chronological 5Eq;‘%;n%e?af American history has boeeon
abandoned in favor of themsric units,tgﬂalns "fhe Land and the Law," "Search
for ldencicy,” "Growth of the Hation," "Urbunization," "Americans ac War,"
"Protest and Dissent,™ "Commuuication,” and "Education." Each unit is fuvther
divided into subtopics. For example, rthe unit pn Scarch for ldentivy invelves
{1} the American ldencity as seen through American and European literature,

{2) the.idéntity relfleected in American art and architecture, (3) the identiry
observed in changiop political patcerns, and (4) the sceial identity Found in
ethnie and racial origins:

All wnits and sublopies are designed po help the soudent conceptualize
the flow of American culrural development From past Lo prescnt along a sSPeeific
theme chat is applicable to contemporary Aneriean socicty. In addicion to the
general course objectives, lezrning cutcoms have been gpucificd for cach topic
and subtopic.

tbundant rescurces are available te the studeul Tor wmeecling thesce
objeetives, thanks espeelally to Ticle [IT funds. Midio-visual equipment
includes motion pleture and rilmstrip/siide projectors, racord plavers and cape
vecorders, and a video-tape camera and monlpor. An tvray of recordings, films,
slides, aodd rapes is on hands 8% well as a large cellection of posters and
prints. A spacial library for the dmerican studies progran consiscs of more
than L,000 irdivideal velumes besidas the many supplementary materials provided
in elass quanticies. ‘Two Jarge Tiling cabinels store an extensive collection
of documents, monopraphs, and clippings, ull carelully orgonized. The fact
that the town's public library is housed inm Ihe school and doubles as a school
library during the day greatly lncreasces the availability of rescurces without
additiocnal cost o the Lown. Scudents are alse cnecouraged to make liberal use
of commnity resoucces. Evaluatiens ol the -program indicate that studeuts can,
and do, ugse ali of these resources.

DECISIONS, DCCISIONS ., DECISIONS
About the ouly rhing that students entalled in Project PRIDE don't decide

is whether to take the course. The course {s required of all 1lEh-grade stndents B

and i¢ accepted bY the Holne Depariment of Eduealion nd meetiuvg the state ro=
quirement for American history. oOnce entolled, howewver, the student will find
a wide number of chwices set hefore him.  What he learns, and how ‘e learns,
will be primarily a-matter of his own welition,

Within eneh unir of the course, the stndent must deeide which of four
learning patterns hest sults his style. lle may choose to work in a tradivional.
teacher=led classroom sitvacion. lle way decide Lo work on an independent Pro-
ject of his own design. Another alrernative L5 Lo work wilh & small group of
like=minded students on an indepundent pruject. Finally, e ean work in &
one-to-one tutorial relationship with @ teacher. The choice is nor an easy
one, as matty students have learned. While vhere hag been a gefinite incresse
‘tn independent and individuallzed learning. mivy students who at first opted
for individual study found that this demunded more of them than they wore pre-
pared to handle and returted ro Lhe relative sccurity of the group. '

Each subtopic of wach unit is aceompanied by an array of suggestions
for individual and small group work. 1M students fimd none of the suggestions
appealing. cthey are encournped to develop their own projeces within ghe tepical®
theme. Completed projects have demonsteated the stadents' growing ability ta
use 8 variely of media and (o capltalize on comunity respurces. '

Oue student prefect resplted in o phobo e¥say of depressed roral and
urban arcas. Some scudants have developed slideftabe presentations on such

continued .
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themes as “protest™ and “Black identity." Several lave done attirudinal
surveys., Those BUrveys were conducted among studeats, Leachers, pavents, and
people in the cowmunity on such issues as war, business ethics, and moral
values. One group of students arcanged a program in the school in which pro-
[essional musiclans presented a surve¥ of che history of popular musie. Still

. another ftoup organized 4 trip to the state capital to participate in a public

hearting on the issue of reducing the miniwgm voting age to 18. According to
their purposes, scudents have alsp organized [ield trips to art muscums,
business firms, and governmental agencies.

When a student chooses to work on hig own, he is immediatel¥ confronted
with # number of other decisions. He musc complete a questionnaire fodicating
liis chosen tepic of inquiry and his racionale for pursuing this toPic. Then
he must arrange a conference with a tcacher to work out a plan specilying his
objectives, the activities he will engage in, the potential rescurces he will

"use, and a czlendar of deadlines. 7The media used to accomplish a chosen task

is a matter of personal choice, but the stydents are encouraged to use & mulci-
media approach.  The Einal product can be in any form=-music, art, plhotographs.
model, oral or written report, etc.=-so lonp as it demenstrates the achieve-
ment of the stared objectives.

Mwther area of decision-~makIng For che student is in avaluacion of
the program. Throughout the year, by both formal and informal techniques, the
students’ opinions are solicited about eaclh topic ond the way it is taught.
Responses wmay be [pn the form of a written evaluation, & group discussiém, or
both. The students' evaluations are taken Seriously by the starf and have been
instruymenczl in the on-going revision of the program. Srudencs have alsg been
invited to porticipate in scaff plaoning sesslons, bue so 9v chis.has not
caught on.

Thare is one more important decision that all studencs must make, and
tltis mavy be the mosp demandiug of ajl. The traditional system of teacher
assigned grodes has been eliminated in Favor of narrative ewaluations, which
parents receive after the completion of cach wnit. The student must mﬂke a
judgmwent in writing on the worth of his own performance &nd set lorth avidence -

‘suppbrting the judpment. He must then.discuss this self-evaluabion with the

teacher, after which the narralive repert s joimcly prepared hy tcacher and
student. For transcript purposes, numerical grades are given at the end of
each semester. These prades reflect 2 cordriration of student evaluarioms,
teacher evaluacions, and nchievement on formal unf{t tests.

-THE VALUE GF EVALUATION

Project PRLDE has been in opcration for three vearh. Dne of the strong
peines of the program is the degree Lo which the program has been regularly and
systematically evaluated and Lhen .revised as weaknessces have been revealed.

In 1972, a 65-page report summariZing cbe resules of a variety of evaluations
was compiled. Kvaluations contained in the report include the Warson-Glaser
Cricical Thinking Appraisal, pre= and post-test results of students of knowledpe
and personal development, subjective evaluations of the program by students and
tenchers. and reports by ourside visiters and comsultants. fot all of the (eed-
back has been positive, and in some cases it was clear that course objectives
were not being mec. But the important thing is that, through thcse evaluations,
che stall has identified the prosram's shortcomings and worked ro correcr them.
The raport concluded with a set of elecven recommendations Eor improvement, all
ol which were implemented in the current school year.

One recommendztion made in the report was to reduce class size, Fol-
lowinpg this rccommendztion, g¢lassecs have been reduced Uo approximately 22 stu-
dents.  As a results, students who were recicent or (earful of reporting to
the class on their projects have opened up and bucome more confident. Another
recommendat ion was to provide a tighter schedule for those students who neaded
more external control, and this has nlse been done.

Understandably, the Intreduetien of Project PRIDE has required some
adjus tment (or parents, as well as For students and [aculty. Great care has
een raken by the staff to keep Parenis informed sbour the program and to explain
the non~traditional Rrading system. Questionnaires Were submitted co parents
in September and Jonuary of the 1972=73 gchool year. The results findicated that
the parants developed a more pofitive attftude and greater whderstanding of the
program between September and January. Parenes particularly liked che narrarive
evaluations of student perFormance which they received at the end of ‘wheh unit.
They indieated that cthesc reports vere ouch wmore weaniagful chop the simple
number and letter grades found on quatterly report cards.

s

IMPACT ON STUDENTS ae

The most important Part of the evaluation is that measuring the coffects
on the target audience--the students themselves, Hot all students have eagerl;
embraced this new approach to learning which demands so much mpre of them: at ey
Jirst, some were demonstrably hostile to the program. But. comp4r1tiJh Te%uﬂﬂs
of student questiommaircs administered at the beginning and ¥ng of ﬂ]e"a‘:’F??
school year indjcated o veversal of attitwdes roward Americon hiscory from
overvhelmingly negavive Lo generzlly positive. The survey 115&.1ndieaLed a
signiflcant shift towavd preference for individual learni'w.- -

Apother part ol the survey listed a set of 18 possibilities ander the
question "What:can be dome to improve this program?" Only two studeats recam~
mended a8 return to the use of o cexthook, and no one checked the supgestion to
drop the program. The shift of student atticvudes was reflacted in the comments
of one student who was guoted a8 saying, "l hated this class belore I got here.
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I didn't stop to realize wpcil abour ball way througlh that 1 really liked it.
Other kids {rom last year told me how bad it was, and [ believed them". As a
result of these gvaluations, tiie 8chool has rdow adoPted the humanicies appreach
for the 9th-grade program.

Besides the attitudinal changes.: evaluations teveal other important
learning ocutcomes. Students have displayed 2 marked increase in their abilicy
to appiy 2 mechodology to learning and to utilize a variety of resources. They
have also dewonscrated am increasced ability to view American society--past and
Present==in a polti-dimensional way.

In a general letter descsibing the new American studies pregram, Daniel
Soule wrote, "We are artempting things thar have been foreipn to borh students
and teachers. We both have to work az redefining our rules in the learning
process.” 1In the pracess of redefining their roles, students in Project PRIDE
have not only found their own personal” answers to Che guestion "What is an
American?"-=they have also learned a great deal about rhemselves.
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